
Counting The Cost 

Luke 14:25-33 
Topic: Counting the Cost 

Aim: To show that every action, good or bad, has a cost. Are we willing to pay it? 

1. Several days ago, somebody offered me something free - before I took it I asked: "What is it going to 

cost?" I wanted to know what this “free” thing was going to cost. I was “counting the cost.” 

2. Even Jesus wants us to count the cost of following Him,  Luke 14:25-35. 

I. The parable analyzed. 

 A. What caused Jesus to tell the parable/lesson? 

  1. Great multitudes were following. 

  2. Why? Many reasons -- to be healed, curiosity, food, faith. 

  3. Jesus wanted them to understand what was expected of them. 

  4. So he lays it on the line in no uncertain terms. 

 

 B. The meaning of verse 26. 

  1. Some have said hate means "love less." There is a better explanation. 

  2. Jesus taught we should love all, even our enemies. 

  3. We should not love family members with a diminished love because of our faith. 

  4. Key is in the phrase "his own life also." 

   a) Not to hate self - Luke 10:27. 

   b) But we are to hate all that about self that is base, greed and selfish - all that would draw 

   him away. 

   c) Thus we hate anything about loved ones that keeps up from him. 

 

 C. The cost of discipleship is in verse 26 and 33. Compare Luke 9:23-27 (context). 

  1. Are you willing to deny self - Give Jesus all? verse 23. 

  2. Are you willing to live by His teaching? 

  3. Are you willing to follow to the end? 

   

 D. It is almost as if Jesus says: “Before you answer, count the cost.” Two illustrations given: 

  1. The builder of the tower - no one wants to be a laughing stock. 

  2. The wise king. 

 

II. Here are the lessons we need to learn.  

 A. Every action has a cost. Are we willing to pay it? 

  1. If we will think about that principle it might keep us from much sin! 

  2. What will the sin of _______ (lying, cheating, stealing, sex,) cost me?  

  3. What will it cost? Just your soul. Luke 9:23-27 

 

 B. But let's turn the thought around, as Jesus was saying, good things have costs, too!  

  1. But what is gained is worth what is spent! 

  2. If we are going to do great things for Him in the coming year it will cost us something! 

  3. Will it be worth it? Obeying Christ gains all! 

  4. Are you willing to pay the cost? 

  5. Let me challenge each and every one to count the cost and then step up and fulfill the promise  

  of this New Year! 

 

1. Have you counted the cost? Are you willing to pay the price? 

2. Words to the song: “Heaven will surely be Worth it All.” 
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