
Moses and the Great I Am 

Exodus 3:1-6 
Theme: The Eternal nature of God 

Aim: To explore the exchange at the burning bush between Moses and God who identifies Himself as 

the “I am” and to see what that means. 

 

1. Have you ever been mesmerized by a fire, perhaps in a fireplace or a camp fire? 

2. Can you image the scene when Moses saw this bush burning, yet it was not consumed? 

3. But there is something more important here than a bush that was burning yet not consumed. 

 

I. Take off your shoes, this is holy ground, verse 5. 

 A. Why was this holy ground? 

  1. It was holy because God was there. 

  2. It is no more holy now than any other ground around it, if we knew for sure where it was. 

  3. I have always found it interesting that when confront with the reality of a holy, divine being,  

  folks were filled with fear? Why? 

  4. Is it because of the pure holiness of what they see? 

 

 B. God connects Himself to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

  1. Relates all of this to the covenant God struck with Abraham 

  2. God is working out His plan for the redemption of mankind. 

 

II. What happened before the burning bush, Exodus 3:7-17. 

 A. God announces He will deliver the people from Egyptian bondage. 

  1. How would he do so? 

  2. He will operate through human agency, Moses and Aaron. Interesting that as far as we know,  

  Moses never set foot in the promised land. 

  3. Later He will give Moses a simple shepherd’s staff as a sign of His power. 

  4. God does not always and is not limited to human agency, but it is amazing how often He uses  

  it. 

 

 B. When told he would be the one to go to Egypt, Moses made five excuses, which God answered. 

  1. The first excuse was “Who am I?” verse 11? God’s answer was “I will be with you,” verse 12. 

  2. The second excuse was “Who are you?” verse 13. God’s answer is “I am that I am sent you,”  

  verse 14. 

  3. The third excuse is “They won’t believe me,” 4:1. God’s answer is two signs, 2 - 6. 

  4. The fourth excuse is “I am not eloquent,” verse 10. God’s answer is “I will teach you what to  

  say,” verse 12. 

  5. The fifth excuse is “Lord, if it is all the same, just send somebody else,” verse 13. God’s  

  answer is His anger and to give Moses Aaron as a spokesman, verses 14-17. 

 

III. Lets return to the answer that God gave Moses to the question “What is His name?” 

 A. What is the meaning of God’s response to Moses’ question? 

  1. “The words express absolute and therefore unchanging and eternal being.” Albert Barnes 

  2. God is the great “I am.” Forever an I am. Forever existing. Without beginning and without  

  end. The self-existent I am. 

  3. He is the God of Moses’ fathers. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, verse 15. 

  4. He is the God of creation. 

  5. He is the being which the existence of one who is greater cannot be imagined. 

 



 B. Of great interest is Jesus’ response to the Jews who suggested He had a demon, John 8:57-59 

  1. Jesus here expressly claims to have been before Abraham. 

  2. Using the language of Exodus 3:14, Jesus identifies Himself with the one who spoke to Moses 

  from the burning bush. Compare John 1:1-5, 14 

  3. The reaction of the Jews as shown in verse 59 vindicates that understanding as they would see  

  this as the rankest form of blasphemy and worthy of immediate death. 

  4. But the truth remains, Jesus is a man, a prophet, but more than a man or a prophet, He is the  

  co-existent “I am” who became flesh, dwelt among us and died for us. 

 

1. That same great I am called men to Himself today. 

2. Have you answered in an appropriate way? 
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