
Taking Care of the Church of God 

1 Timothy 3:1-7 
Theme: Elders, leadership 

Aim: To show that having successful leadership on the church has as much to do with recognizing, 

understanding  and enhancing the relationship that must exist between elders and the flock. 

 

1. Have you ever heard the expression “No group will rise above it leadership? 

2. There is truth in that even as it applies to the church. 

3. Paul, as he established churches on his missionary journeys, appointed elders in each of them, Acts 

14:23. He gave Titus instructions to set in order what was lacking in Crete and appoint elders in each 

church. When he wrote to Titus he also gave Titus a list of characteristics these men should have, Titus 

1:5-9. In anticipation of appointing additional elders here at Lehman, each member needs to know these 

qualifications. 

4. But I want this morning to look more closely at the relationship between these men and those they are 

challenged to lead as given in Paul’s statement: “take care of the church of God,” 1 Timothy 3:1-7. Or as 

he said to the elders of Ephesus “shepherd the church of God,” Acts 20:28. 

 

I. First a thought or two about leadership. 

 A. I consider the first qualification of an elder is the desire for the office, 1 Timothy 3:1. 

  1. Compare 1 Peter 5:2. 

  2. Leaders who are compelled to lead are not usually good leaders. 

  3. Another old saying is “the cream always rises to the top.”  

4. People who make the best leaders are those who  move to leadership positions naturally as 

they fulfill leadership tasks, not those who force their way into or demand such positions. 

 

B. Secondly, leadership will only take a group as far as “followship” (if I may coin a word) will 

allow it to.  

 1. We are not arguing here for blind allegiance. 

2. But there has to be a recognition of the group’s responsibility to their leaders, and, as we will 

see, that is true in the church as well as in any other group with a task to accomplish. 

 

II. With that in mind we turn to an elder’s responsibility to the flock. 

 A. First in a slightly negative way. 

  1. As we have seen, “Not of compulsion,” 1 Peter 5:2; and “if a man desires the position…”1  

  Timothy 3:1. One ought to see the opportunity to serve and use the talent God has given him. 

  2. “Not for dishonest gain,” 1 Peter 5:2.  

   a. Not done for what he might gain or what profit he might receive. 

   b. I once knew of a man who wanted to be an elder because it would look good on his  

   resume. 

  3. “Not as being lords over those entrusted,” 1 Peter 5:2. A loving shepherd, a servant leader,  

  could never assume the position of a “spiritual dictator,” no matter how benevolent. 

  

 B. From a positive way. 

  1. “Take heed to yourselves…” 

   a. Elders, too, must engage in constant self examination, 2 Corinthians 13:5. They have not  

   “arrived” when they are appointed. They, too, are tempted by Satan. 

   b. They need to make sure they are continually seeking to grow spiritually and as an elder. 

  2. “Take heed to all the flock…” Acts 20:28.  

   a. An elder is an elder over all the flock, not just a part. 

   b. Imperative he know the flock as Jesus said a good shepherd does, John 10:1-6. 



 

  3. Finally, to “shepherd the flock…” Acts 20:28. 

   a. To care for them as the loving shepherd does the sheep. 

   b. Why? Wolves lurk at the door, Acts 20:28-32, Titus 1:9-14. 

  4. To sum it up in the words of Paul, elders are “to take care of the church of God.” 

 

III. But what of our obligation to our leaders, the elders? 

 A. First we need to know what the Bible teaches about elders and their authority. 

  1. All too often folks misunderstand because they do not know what an elder’s task is. 

  2.Hebrews 13:17. We need to appreciate the challenge they face in watching for souls and try to  

  assist them, not hinder them in this weighty task. 

 

 B. Three verses: 

  1. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13. Recognize them, know them, respect them and strive to be at peace.  

  “Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in peace” Psalm 133:1. 

  2. 1 Timothy 5:17-20. Honor them for their work’s sake and be slow to give or receive criticism  

  of them. 

  3. Hebrews 13:7, 17. Follow their example of faith and submit to them, for they watch for your  

  soul. 

 

1. We are blessed with good elders here at Lehman, but the size of the task and the passing of time 

demands we look out from among ourselves additional leadership. 

2. There is no task more daunting that that of an elder. As we think of appointing additional elders, give 

your part in this process due consideration for it will impact the future of this congregation for years to 

come and can affect the eternal destiny of your soul as well as others. 

3. Let us all pray God’s blessings and guidance in the process. 
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