
The Lord is My Shepherd 

Psalm 23 
Topic: Encouragement 

Aim: To show that the 23rd Psalm offers great encouragement to us today 

1. I suppose that one of the worst feelings in the world is to feel that no one cares. 

2. David, the great king, knew that feeling, Psalm 142. 

3. But David was also a shepherd. He was a shepherd when God called him to be king, Psalm 78:70-71. 

4. Later, exactly when and under what circumstance we do not know, David wrote what has become one 

Of the world's most enduring word pictures, Psalm 23. 

5. Why is this picture so appealing, even to us that know little of sheep and shepherds? 

6. There are at least three ideas that transcend the imagery of the sheep and shepherd. 

 

I. I can face the uncertainties of tomorrow because, "I shall not want ..." 

 A. In the Psalm, God the shepherd provides: 

  1. Physical needs: green pastures and still waters. 

  2. Emotional needs: He restores my soul. 

  3. Spiritual needs: He leads me in the paths of righteousness. 

 

 B. Today God provides similar blessings for His children. 

  1. Physical needs (not wants): Matthew 6:25-33, Compare Psalm 37:25-26: "I have been young, 

  and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread. 

  He is ever merciful, and lends; and his descendants are blessed." 

  2. Emotional needs: Galatians 5:22-26, compare: Philippians 4:6-7, Hebrews 4:14-16. 

  3. Spiritual needs: 1 Corinthians 2:9-13, 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 

 

II. I can conquer my innermost fears: "I will fear no evil ... " 

 A. Look at immediate context: the valley of the shadow of death. 

  1. Nothing strikes fear into heart of man like prospect of one's own death. 

  2. But we can walk through that valley, whether ours or someone else's death, without fear! 

 

 B. There are two thoughts that drive the point home: 

  1. I am never alone: "for you are with me." Compare Hebrews 13:5-6. 

  2. God's power gives me comfort: "Your rod and staff, they comfort me. " 

 

III. I can live with the assurance of hope: "I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. " 

 A. Hope is the anchor of the soul, Hebrews 6:19. 

  1. Sometimes when things are the darkest, hope bums brightest~ Romans 5:1-5. 

  2. Note that hope is not a shameful thing! But it is a part of what saves us! Romans 8:24. 

 

 B. Hope is what keeps us going. 

 

1. The 23rd Psalm is well known and loved. It was written 3,000 years ago, but it still speaks to us today 

in vivid, powerful ways. 

2. Do you have what the Psalm promises? You can if you will come to know the Shepherd. 
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